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THE FARTHINGHOE
CHRONICLE
Village news, notices and events….

Spring has truly spring in Farthinghoe and that’s not just in the
gardens – this month the Chronicle is packed with information
about various events:

v Coffee, Cake & Chat on Friday 8 April
v Race night on Saturday 9 April
v Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 13 April
v Lighting of the village beacon in honour of HM
The Queen’s birthday on 21 April
And these are just a few of them - read on for all the details and
much more, as well as information about our May Day celebrations
and the other events already being prepared for the summer!
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USEFUL CONTACTS
County Councillor
Mr R Sawbridge
01604 859721
District Councillor
Rebecca Breese
01280 709976
Clerk to the Parish Council
Pip Clayton
01295 712208
clerk@farthinghoeparishcouncil.org
Chair to the Parish Council
Ross van Geest
chairman@farthinghoeparishcouncil.org
Website
www.farthinghoeparishcouncil.org
Village Hall booking secretary
Mrs Diane Jones
07526 588755
Primary School Head Teacher
Mrs Fiona Toman
01295 710406
Community Police Officers
101
Doctors
Brackley Health Centre
01280 703460
Springfield Surgery
01280 703431
Washington House Surgery
01280 702436

Hospitals
The Horton
01295 275500
The Fox Inn
01295 713965
Limes Farm
01295 711229
Banbury Guardian news
Rosemary Jarvis
01295 711130
Foot Health Practitioner
Sue Craigie MCFHP, MAFHP
Sue.craigie@hotmail.co.uk
01295 711540
07970 754757
Rector
Revd. Simon Dommett
01869 810903,
the.revd.simon@gmail.com
www.astwickvale.co.uk
Assistant Curate
Revd. Shemil Mathew
07401 587151, revshemil@gmail.com
Assistant Priest
Revd. Hugh Warwick
01869 819596
SNC Planning Department
01327 322237
www.southnorthants.gov.uk/
planningapplications
Chronicle Editor
chronicle@farthinghoeparishcouncil.org
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RECTOR’S LETTER MARCH 2016
Alleluia Christ is risen, He is risen indeed Alleluia.
As the Easter greetings still ring out in our churches, we begin to follow the birth
of the early church as a new religion is formed full of hope and life and joy. But all
is not well as their leader was crucified as a criminal, the national or state religion
rejects their claims and would rather have them ‘hushed up’. Life for the early
Christians wasn’t going to be easy, but that is true for believers today, too.
Even today society is often unkind to those deemed to be ‘on the fringes’. Those
who have their lives ‘together’ can sometimes forget that they’re only ever three
missed pay-cheques away from homelessness, or one chronic illness away from
disability, or one bereavement away from single parenthood. It’s a sobering
thought, but it’s one that should motivate us to gather people around us in love and
show kindness to everyone – irrespective of their circumstances. A circumstance
doesn’t define a person; all of us – without exception – are important to God.
The early church knew the truth of the statement-all of us are important to God.
That is they believed and still believe that Jesus’ death was for the good of all
people, those of faith and those of none. Scripture tells us ‘that God so loved the
world that he sent his son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through him’.
I believe that people still need to hear this message today. That God’s loves them.
Not because of who they are, not because of what they have done or not done, not
because of the circumstances of their life, but because they are part of His creation,
and he cannot but love them.
We live in a society when more people are being marginalised, being told they are
not wanted, for not conforming, being a refugee or migrant etc.. Surely all people
should be valued and loved and not just a few?
In the coming months we will be asked to vote on our membership of the
European Union. As we do so let us ask the question, what would Jesus do in
these circumstances? What choice or vote would show his love best? We have a
few weeks to think and pray before we have to vote, let us use that time wisely.
Happy Easter!
Simon
Rev Simon Dommett 01869 810903
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***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** - Please note that the start time of the Annual
Parish Meeting on Wednesday, 13th April 2016 has been brought forward to
7.30pm. There will be refreshments available after the meeting, and we hope to see
a really good turn out from the parish.
It’s our intention to keep the reports at the APM more succinct and allow more
time for discussion. Copies of various reports will therefore be made available on
the Parish Council website before the meeting for those who wish to read them in
full beforehand.
Parish Council Report - Following on from February’s Parish Council meeting
when Chris Wragg and Mike Hunt from Northamptonshire County Council
presented the results of the bypass survey, in March’s meeting the councillors
discussed the official response to the bypass proposal. They affirmed that the
survey results were representative of the views of the parishioners and the written
response to NCC therefore states that the Parish Council fully supports the
majority opinion of the parishioners for a Farthinghoe bypass to the north of the
village.
The Council also requested in the letter a written explanation as a matter of urgency
from NCC regarding why the A422 cannot be downgraded and cannot have a
weight restriction. In addition, the letter stated that the Council would welcome the
opportunity to be involved in all key discussions moving forward and especially in
relation to the final proposed route ahead of the Farthinghoe bypass moving
towards a full scheme.
Dates for your diary - A reminder that as part of a country-wide celebration, we
will be lighting the village beacon on Thursday 21st April 2016 at 7.30pm to
commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday. The Fox will be joining in with the
celebrations by offering a special package of food and drink before and after the
lighting, full details of which will be provided by them directly.
The next Parish Council meeting will be Wednesday, 13th April 2016 at 6.30pm in
the Beasley Room at the Village Hall. As this will be immediately followed by the
Annual Parish Meeting when there will be the opportunity for questions, there will
be no public time at the Council meeting.
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FARTHINGHOE VILLAGE HALL
120 Club Winners March 2016
No. 23 – Mr I Hunt - £25
No. 57 – Mr D Hancock - £10
No. 15 – Mr K Hayden - £10

The redecoration of the village hall is steaming ahead. With fresh paint and
refurbishment in the gents’ and disabled toilets, it will be really spruced up ready for
all the summer activities.
In March’s meeting, a new committee member was instated. Dave Hancock will be
well known to most of you and is a very welcome addition, bringing the total of the
committee members to nine. In case you don’t know who your committee
members are, here is the list:
Pete Hampson (Chair)
Diane Jones
Ryan Jones
Ross van Geest
Pip Clayton (Secretary)

Stephen Bunce (Treasurer)
George Beasley
Jon Hampson
Dave Hancock

Dates for your diary:
Race Night – Saturday 9th April
If you’re not going to Aintree on the 9th, why not come along and join in the spirit
with the Farthinghoe Grand National night? Full details can be found on the poster
in this Chronicle and on the noticeboards in the village.
May Day – Sunday 1st May
A reminder that traditional May Day celebrations will be taking place on 1st May;
lots of flowers, garlands and dancing round the May pole. A sneak preview poster is
included in this Chronicle and the events committee will be working very hard on
what promises to be a fantastic day.
Village Show – Saturday 10th September
As previously shared, this year’s theme will be Country & Western with the day’s
festivities being followed by a barn dance in the evening with a cowboy cook-out.
We are always eager for ideas on how we can make the Village Show a success, so
please share your thoughts with any of the committee.
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Sign up today for the 10th Midnight Walk – Saturday 25
June
Since the first Midnight Walk in 2007, the event has seen
over 5,000 entrants who have raised over £700,000 between
them. To celebrate Katharine House Hospice’s 25th Anniversary year, we are asking
people to wear silver and as many sparkles as possible. Everyone taking part will
receive a t-shirt to wear on the night, as well as a medal, drink and a bacon roll after
the walk. Early bird entry fee this year is £15 for those who sign up before 30 April,
and we ask for a minimum of £25 sponsorship from each walker (£50 per family).
You can sign up now at www.khh.org.uk, or phone 01295 816 484.
Oxford Artweeks: Katharine House Day Hospice Art Exhibition – 23-27 &
30 May 2016
The Katharine House philosophy has always been to take a holistic approach to
patient care, which means more providing more than just medical care to patients
and bereavement support to families. A large part of this is the use of art and music
therapies to provide physical and psychological support to patients. This May, the
Hospice has been chosen to take part in the Oxfordshire Artweeks programme,
and artwork created by KHH patients will be on display in the Hospice during the
week commencing 23rd May. Why not come along to see the wonderful creations –
and the stories behind the artwork?
Good luck to…
…everyone who is running a marathon to support Katharine House Hospice this
month. Andrew Williams - Reading Half Marathon, Emma Hughes, Gabi MitchemEvans, and Andrew Sharman - Spring Wolf Run, Prav Heer – Shakespeare Half
Marathon, and Robert Sancroft-Baker, Alan Kemp, Ian Kennard, and Paul
Leverton – Virgin London Marathon.
Did You Know?
It costs over £10,000 to run the Hospice every day, only a third of which comes
from the Government. The rest – about £2.5 million every year - must be raised
through trust income and fundraising efforts. The Hospice is very grateful to
everyone in the local community who very generously give donations of their time
and money to ensure we can continue to provide care to patients in local villages
and towns.
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Welcome to The Fox
Bar now open all day

We open at noon each day with great food at
lunch and dinner. The bar and lounge is now
open all afternoon throughout the week

Guest Ale for April

Lion Bitter
from Hook Norton Brewery

01295 713965
foxfarthinghoe.co.uk
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VILLAGE NOTICES
Mothers' Union: On Monday 4 April, there will be a Deanery Lady Day
service in Helmdon Church at 10.30am.
Fete Meeting: This will be held on Tuesday 5 April at 7.30pm. at
Farthinghoe Lodge. If you would like to help at the Fete in any way
please come to this meeting. The Fete will be held on June 26th.
Coffee, Cake & Chat: On Friday 8 April in the Church Vestry, from 10
- 11.15am. It would be lovely to see you there! Come and support
your Church!
Annual Parochial Church Meeting: This will be held in the Church
Vestry on Tuesday 12 April at 7.30pm. Everyone most welcome.
Church Cleaning: Will take place on Tuesday 19 April from 8.30am.
or as convenient.

CHURCH WARDENS
Church Wardens are elected on an
annual basis. If you wish your
church wardens to stand for the
coming year, you must nominate
them and get them to sign the
nomination form BEFORE the
APCM. Forms can be found in
the BLUE folder in church.
Everybody is invited to attend the
APCM where a report of the work
of the church is given and its
Parochial Church Council is
appointed, only those on the
Church Electoral Roll may vote.
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May Day Celebrations
1st May 2016
Celebrate the start of summer at Farthinghoe Village Hall
with a traditional May Day celebration for the whole family!
Arrive Garlanded and Gorgeous with headdresses of flowers or
crowns. Be a Green Man of the Wood wearing a garland of ivy. Or
how about coming as a Druid or a Pagan Goddess?

Doors open at 1.30pm
Crowning of the May Day Queens and Kings at 2.00pm
Prizes for the best dressed boy and girl and the best dressed adult.
Dancing round the Maypole
Learn and join in with a mass Maypole dance
Traditional games for young and old – medals to be won!
Barbeque
Beer, wine, punches and non-alcoholic drinks on sale
Tickets to be purchased in advance
Entrance fee includes a burger or hot dog
Price per adult : £5.00
Price per child : £2.50
Special Family Ticket : £12.50
for two adults and up to three children
Additional BBQ food can be purchased
on the day.
To secure your tickets, contact
Pip Clayton, 07717 855727,
pipsandel@live.co.uk
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COMPOST CORNER
After weeks of thumb twiddling while the ground is too wet and cold to work on,
suddenly it’s all systems go and the rush is on to get seeds sown before it’s then too
late!
Sowing seeds is very satisfying; it is the only stage in plant husbandry that I feel I
have any control over. Preparation of the ground, weeding and tilling, is fairly
uncomplicated. The drawing of a shallow drill and the light sprinkling of the seeds
is all too easy. Finally the covering of the seeds with a little soil and a drizzle of
water finish the job nicely. At this stage, all control over plant growth comes to an
end.
The seed packet tells you that germination will take place in 7-14 days. A week goes
by and nothing has happened. A second week goes by and things start emerging
but they turn out to be weeds. Oh, the agony! Do I poke around a bit and risk
damaging any potential seedlings or do I assume the dratted mice or the cold has
done for them and start again or do I trust in Mother Nature and continue to wait
patiently? Being an optimistic sort, I usually leave them and finally, much after the
scheduled date, recognisable seedlings appear.
Any joy is usually short-lived if the dreaded “pricking out” is required. It is at this
point that I realise my fingers are not only devoid of any greenness, they are also
too clumsy and insensitive for this job.
The seedling is fragile and one is supposed to handle it gently by its cotyledons but
somehow I find myself grasping the stem, fatally damaging the poor thing. Death is
not imminent and I plant the bruised and broken specimen in the ground, knowing
full well that an hour later its blackened, collapsed form will be devoured by the
local gang of slugs who are waiting eagerly for me to work my way through the
row.
Luckily, the other allotment holders are all much better at nurturing plants than I
am and often have a surplus which they very generously share so I can still enjoy at
least the idea of growing vegetables from seed.
Mrs. Trellis
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BENEFICE WORSHIP IN APRIL
April 3rd

Easter 1

Aynho
Croughton
Evenley
Farthinghoe
Hinton

11am Communion
6pm Taize
9:30am SBCP Communion
11am Morning Worship

April 10th Easter 2
Aynho
Croughton
Evenley
Farthinghoe
Steane

11am Matins
9:30am Communion
11am Communion
10am Family Worship
6pm BCP Evensong

April 17th Benefice Sunday
Hinton
Hinton

10am Communion
4pm Pizza Praise

April 24th Easter 4
Aynho
Croughton
Evenley
Farthinghoe
Hinton

10:30am Activity 11am Family Communion
9:30am Communion
11am Family Worship
6pm BCP Evensong
11am Communion BCP

Morning Prayer
Monday 8:30am - Aynho
Tuesday 8:30am - Croughton
Wednesday 8.30am - Evenley
Thursday 9.30am - Hinton
Friday 8.45am - Farthinghoe
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limes farm

event catering service
why not let
limes farm take
the stress out
of catering for
your next event?
“everyone commented
on the delicious bread
and tasty fillings for
the sandwiches and
how fresh they were it was so nice to have
homemade. the lovely
spread really made our
celebration special!”
Debbie & Family

We provide event catering for local businesses and for
your special occasion. So whether it’s a birthday party,
christening, office party or even a wedding, we can help.
We have a wealth of experience in catering for many
different events and the Limes Farm Catering Team can
tailor our menus to your exacting requirements. We also
provide help, advice and creative ideas to make your
event just that little bit extra special.
We only use the finest ingredients, sourced locally
wherever possible, including from our own farm. All the
food is freshly prepared and bought to your venue on
the day to set everything up ready for you. And we can
even stay on to serve your guests if you would like this
additional service.

Call the Limes Farm Catering Team on 01295 711 229 to discuss
your requirements or email intouch@limesfarm.com
Limes Farm, Main Road, Farthinghoe, Northants NN13 5PB www.limesfarm.com

