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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  
FARTHINGHOE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 8th July 2009 AT 7.00pm AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Councillors present:  Prof. David Mellor - Chairman  
    Mr David Dashwood  
    Mr Ian Hunt      
    Mr John Grant 
    Mr Martin Wall       
    Mrs Jenny Forbes  
         
    Ms Sue Shepard (Clerk)  
Public Time 
 
1. Apologies:   Cllr Nigel Heywood   
 
2. Minutes of the meeting on 10th June had been circulated. The word “restrained” was 
changed to “restricted” in minute 3.2 on page 549. The minutes were then taken as read, 
adopted and signed.  
 
3. Matters Arising.  
3.1 The trees overhanging the pavement by the Church had been cut back by the PCC. 
3.2 Tim Wright will not be responsible for cutting/trimming the Leylandii hedge at the 
Village Hall and Village Hall Committee will advise. 
 
4. Finance. 
4.1 Barclays bank statements as at 30th June 

Community A/C        £901.30 
Business Premium A/C         £8388.00 
                  £9289.30 

4.2 The following payments were authorised and cheques signed: 
100405  E-On - maintenance £99.08 
100406  Clerk’s salary and expenses £407.22 
100407  Edge2edge £160.00 
 
5. Correspondence since 10th June 
BDO Stoy Hayward Reminder that approval of accounts needs to be done by 30th June  
NACRE “Village Viewpoint” Summer 2009 
East Midlands Regional Assembly Regional Plan Partial Review; Options consultation 
SNVB “Link Up” July/August 2009 
 
NCC i) The Parish Highway Representative Scheme – past, present and future. A new 

volunteers coordinator has been appointed and the Parish Clerk will be first 
point of contact for highway reps, footpath wardens and tree warden. 
Farthinghoe Parish Council does not have a highway rep, footpath warden or 
tree warden 

 
6. Traffic Issues – updates 
6.1 Cllr Mellor had written to Tim Boswell MP but he had been unable to make the 
suggested date for a meeting. Tim Boswell will be in Aynho during August and Cllrs 
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Grant and Mellor have liaised over alternative dates. Cllr Sawbridge is also keen to push 
a bypass for Farthinghoe up the list. 
6.2 Road sign changes are now encouraging traffic to use the M1 instead of the M40 
which in turn could reduce the traffic through Farthinghoe.     
6.3 Rightracks. Six young people have applied for the drivers courses planned for 
October and November. 
6.4 A course is also being planned for older drivers but no date has been set as yet. 
6.5 No funding has been sourced for the proposed alterations to the Cockley Road, Main 
Road junction.  
 
7. Condition of play equipment 
Cllrs Wall, Dashwood and Grant had inspected the swings and advised that one of the 
seats needs to be replaced. Obtain quote to replace seat.  Action: Cllr Dashwood 
The Clerk had informed the Internal Auditor that an annual inspection of the equipment 
was carried out but had it been done for 2009 as no invoice had been received. The 
Clerk would make enquiries.  
The Internal Auditor also recommended that, in view of the relatively high risk 
associated with the equipment, a written and signed record of the informal inspections 
be established and kept and that the Council seeks advice on the frequency of the 
inspections. 
Cllr Dashwood would dispute that the risk associated with the play equipment is high 
and will continue to report quarterly to the Parish Council.  
 
8. Internal Audit Report 
The Internal Auditor had visited the Clerk and was pleased to report that he found the 
Council’s arrangements to be in good order. He was able to record that the Council has 
met all the requirements placed upon it for annual reviews, such as risk assessment, and 
new developments, such as Publication Schemes under the Freedom of Information Act. 
The report also recommended that the Council takes steps to establish its exact legal 
status and obligations in regard to the Village Hall so that it has a clearer idea of its 
obligations and its assets. The site for the Village Hall was sold to the village 
approximately 20 years ago. The Land Registry may have information and Richard 
Harrison may have copies of relevant documents. Further enquiries will be made. 
         Action: Cllr Mellor 
The report also made recommendations regarding play equipment. This had already 
been discussed under the previous agenda item. 
 
9. The Fox 
Cllr Mellor had been in touch with the landlord who was keen to find out what he could 
do to encourage more people from the village to use the pub. There had been some 
conflicting comments: good food, food that had been sent back and salads, with mid 
week lunches in particular, could be better  
Food and drink was considered expensive. The most popular dishes on the new menu 
had seen a price rise. More of a bar atmosphere needed to be created, may be somebody 
more chatty behind the bar. Not a local pub but more of a destination pub. What the 
village actually wants would probably not make money. Could there be a reduction for 
residents? 
  
10. Charlton and Hinton Road repairs 
The Highways Area Manager, Mark Gatland, had agreed that both the Charlton and 
Hinton Road would be repaired. Charlton Road has been repaired and top dressed and 
the Hinton Road is still to be done but it is believed that the Hinton Road should have 
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been the priority and not Charlton Road. The repairs needed on Hinton Road are now 
very urgent and Cllr Forbes will continue to pursue. 
The temporary traffic lights on Charlton Road had been installed because the road had 
subsided due to badgers tunnelling under the road. A pipe has been installed under the 
road for the badgers and the road has been repaired. 
Cockley Road is now very uneven and in need of some major reconstruction. This is 
scheduled to be done next year. 
   
11. Planning matters - none 
  
Councillors round the table….. 
1. The Council had received two complaints about a party at Stable House on 3rd July 
with music being played until the early hours of the morning. The Police had been 
contacted twice but had no power to act. As a neighbour, Cllr Wall had written to the 
owner of Stable House, who was away at the time of his son’s party, and had received 
an apology. Mrs Hunt had written to the Parish Council and was seeking a written 
apology from the owner of Stable House.  A letter would be sent to Stable House asking 
for an apology.         Action: Cllr Mellor 
 
  
Date of Next Meeting 
 Wednesday, 12th August at 7 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm 
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